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NE OF THE MOST

pieturesque features

of the theater In
Paris is tie clague.
This is a body of
plcked men who
hreak inte applause
at proper periods,
according to ar-
rangement with the
management.
Thanks to the
claque, “cold” houses
are unknown to the
Paris actor,

The ciaque is not a2 mere mob of mer-
cenary hand-clappers, dealirg out applause
unintelligently at so many francs a night,
as is often supposed. On the contrary, it
ls composed of lovers of the lyric and dra-
maric stage, who take this means of grat-
ifying their tastes free of charge. The
clague 18 operated something after this
fashiom. A moneyed man, say a retired
theatrical costumer, enters into a contract
with the director of a theater, who con-
fides to him *“the general business of the
success of pieces,” and to him exclusively.
His remuneration will be—his ewn and hls
employes’ entrance to tNe theater
throughout the duration of the contract: a

free

c#rtain aumber of orchestra and balcony
tickets, to he used for the hest interests of
the business, and a certain other supply of
orchestra and balcony tickets, to be dis- |
posed of to his own advantage. Further- |
more, the director guarantees to him on

the first representations of new pieces the
whole of the parterre (pit), to be given out
Ly him according to his interest and dis-
Ccreglon,

On his side, the chef de clague oblices
himself (1) to do all in his power to assure
the suceess of the new pieces represented
in the theater so long as he is in charge:
2) to conform in all points to the usages
of the management in this respect; (3) to
be present at rehearsals, for the purpose of
recelving instructions for directing the ap-
the debuts of new ac-
tors and acire (53 to pay to the direc-
tors amd actress i) to employ only well-
iressed applauders, and (5) to pay to the di-
rector of the theater the sum of, say, four
thousand dollars’ price, premiums or bonus
fur the contract.

plause; b to protect

Tickets at Reduced Prices.

It results from this that the theater
Btarts with a fund of ready money for
Ealaries, costumes and scenery; that cheer-
ful first nights are assured by the packed
parterre, and that the piece will run on
smoothly ever after. To whom does the
chef de claque give out these tickets? He
Eives them to no one. He sells them! At
& reduced price, of But he still

sells them, [t i here the zambling chances
of the chef de clague come in.

course.

At the be-

ginning of a piece, when its success is |
doubtful, he is obliged In common pru- |
dence to give over all, or nearly all, his |

WORTH IT.

themselves an enviable place, but In re-
venge they are tied down by Iron-clad con-
tracts with tremendous forfeits. And the
playwrights, while they lord it over all the
theaters, cannot but feel that their own
regulations bear hard on all except the
most successful.

As between director and playwright, an
Incldent of the past season Indicates the
sltuatlon very clearly. The Varietes Thea-
ter Is an old-established house of vaude-
ville, opera bouffe, burlesque and operette,
in which capacity it brought out, long,
long ago, most of the works of Herve, who
wrote *“(Chilperic,” *“L'Oeil Creave,"—*“The
Busted Eye'"-—and all those other light,
fantastic bouffes which so delighted our
good fathers when they came to Paris un-
der the third empire. No theater in Parls
cculd more appropriately revive these
pieces at the present day, and every one
rejolced when tuneful “Chilperic” was put

Knows He's Iin the Clague.

upon the boards again. The management
received the greatest pralse from the pub-
lie for its lavish expenditure in scenery
arnd costumes.

The troupe of the Varietes t8 a splendid
one, yet, not content with this, they took
on a whole bevy of supernumerary ladies
of surprising loveliness, in order to do
honor to the occasion. The result was a
considerable success and the revival, short-
ly after, of “L’Oeil Creve.” This latter
little bouffe was running merrily enough
when all at once—crack!—and the Society of
Authors came down on M. Samuels, the di-
rector, cut the run short, and threatened
the management of the Varietes with noth-
ing less than shipwreck. M. Samuels had
éntered Into an Improper agreement with
the helrs of Herve to take a lesser rovalty
than the laws of the soclety prescribe!

Combination of Aunthors.

Time was when the Theater Porte-Saint-
Martin could secure a vaudeville for 200
francs cash or nine franes royalty for each
represental.on, and the Ambigu, more gen-
erous, pald twenty-eix francs per evening
to the authors of its flve-act dramas. Dut
this was way back in the early thirties, be-
fore the business genius of Secribe had
Imagined and founded the Societe des Au-
teurs Dramatigues., A struggle of fifty
years has resulted In a very different state
of affairs today,

At the present hour not a director can
take the administration of any Paris the-
ter without having signed with the socict
—*legal representative and authorized man-
datalre of the whole mass of Paris au-
thors”—an agreement to pay its playwright
and composer royalties according to a set-
tled seale. This royalty variesa; for the
Paris theaters between 1) and 12 per cent,
while it is 15 per cent for the Opera and
Comedie-Franeaise. It is beautiful Indeed
for the composer and author who has Qs
piece aecepted., for the popular, the well-
known, the well-to-do who can wait. but
i+ ia lerrible for all others. The heirs cf
Herve were very willing indeed to take 5
per cent royalty for "L’'Oeil Creve.” But
they are not allowed to do It!

The result of thia tyranny of thes Soclety
of Authors 1s undoubtedly beneticial to the
public ard the stage. Directors of theaters
are bound to have pieces, and as new pleces
cost no more than old ones, new ones they
will have. This is so true that “resivals”
are constantly suspected, and dirzctors #n-
gaging in them run considerable risk. Fur-
thermore, as the price must be hizh, goul
pieces are regularly the only ones that see
the light, and authership s cncouraged--n
a result that shows significantly in ali the
“adaptations from the French' which con-
stantly appear on all the other stupzos of

tickets te doecile and obedient young men, | the worlkl. Were it not for this “tyranny”

IN

university students, little clerks and the

like—for, =av, a franc or two apicce,
They o in souads, accompanied by one
of the chel’s employes, in order 1o applaud
at his direciion. Others, who pay higher
for their seats—say, two to three francs
«“ach for the best places—are permitted to
sit privately., and not in squads, but still

Later on, when the succeess of

ar planding.

the piece is per tly surcd, the claque,
excepling the ‘ol " around the chef
himszelf, bhecomes almeost exciusively com-
posed of private perzons, many of whom
do not dream the true source of their
tickets, for which they have paid, perhaps,
a premimm. The ticket speculators on the

street or in the wine shops are all agents

of the chel de clague.
Even the tourist must

it often happens that while there is noth-

ing to be had at the box oflice, there are
always sidewalk wypes with promises of
the best seats, if you will only step around
the corner. Around the corner the teach-

able and meek Parisian is led into a dingy
cafe. Here In a corner there is set up a
tiny model of the theater in question, like
n Jdoll’s housze. Piek out your seats—and
pay a premium. These places appertain to
“1he concession.” For the directors of Paris
theaters are, despite their splendid cppor-
tunities, proverbially in hot water finan-
cially, amnd =ver on the borrow, mortgaging
their houses on for weeks ahead. Indeed,
it is said that Sara DBernhardt's theater,
the Renaissance, is today the only house,
ouiside of the “subveniionei” establish-
ments, which is not horribly in debr amd
at the mercy of fts chef dz clague.
A Case of Grab.

Storm and stress, inconvenience and pri-
vi lion, avarice and greed and graihing are,
on oevery slde, the characteristics of the
tleater In Paris; and it speaks highly for
the value of the artistes and the play-
wrights, first, that these things are, and,
svcondly, that they should possibly con-
tUnue to exist. Every one has, metaphoric-
ally, a pistol at his head. The public is
‘held up by *“the concession,” the director
and all hix employes, down (o the meanest.
The director is hetween the fires of *the
coneesslon,”  the Society of Dramatic
Authors, the powerful syndicate of artistes
and the government fitself, with its droit
des pauvres. His lif= Is scarcely worth the
living. Theatrical arilsts have secured

THE

| and as the floating population of sight:

LOBBY.

the theaters of Parls would soon run down
ty> fraudulent misrepresentation. Pleces
could be had for 25 francs a night puain,

ers is so great the trick would be most
protitabl=—until the reputation of the Paris
stage was ruined.

But even before the dramoatie author has
taken his 1 per cent each night out of the
pocket of the unhappy director, the state
has been before him for its 11 per econt!
The city elaims its droit des pauvres. Hand
over 11 per cent of your gross reeelp.s for
the benefit of the poor!

This poor tax, which is over and above
the state and city taxes paid by theuaters
as by all other business enterprises, s

] | never less than 11 per ecent of the *otal re-
have neiiced how !

eceipts. A tkeater which in the course of
the year has taken In a sum of 00,040
frarnes is obliged to glve up 35,00 to the
administraiion of hospitals. What 1s most
complaine? of In this exorbitan: tax is that
it is eoliected on the tetal receipis before
the thearer is allowed to pay itsel? for Its
dally ecxpenscs,

A few years ago the ldirector of one of
the chief theatars of the Boulevard was
thrown Into bankruptcy after three vears'
management. His liabilities amounted 1o
200,000 francs more than his assets. Dur-
ing his three years he had been obliged to
pay over from his gross raceipls, befcre
everything else, under the name of pocr
tax, the sum of 330,000 francs for the hos-
pitals. If this sum nad be:n collectad only
after the daily expenses of the theater
were provided for the shar> of the pour
would have been much reduced. But the
manager would not have been bankrupt
nor have left more than N actors, em-
ployes and workmen withonr place or food.
The public assistance, which profited by
this application of the law, certainly did
not come to their rescue. In recent years
the total annual receipts of the theaters
of Paris amouni to $7.000,00. The poor
tax turned over from this to Lthe public as-
sistance is thus, in round nambers, $770,000
ezch year. These are very curious figuras,
but the whole subject of municipal govern-
ment in France is strange In our :ves,
They ara the most taxed ple in the eiv-
{lized world. No wonder Paris is beautiful!

In the end the public pays, as always.
The admission prices to the Paris theaters
are necessarily high.

STERLING HEIL1G.

INDIARUBBER AGE

Some Idea of the Gigantio Growth of
the Industry,

INCREASING USE FOR VEHICLE TIRES

This Country Leads in the Manu-
_ facture of These Goods.

WHERE IT IS8 FOUND

I

T WAS A FRENCH-
man that firat spoke
of our own tlmes as

“The Indiarubber
Age.”” The aptness
of thls expression

does not at first sight
impreas itself. One
has heard the end of
the nineteenth cen-
Jtury described as the
“Iron Age'" and the
“Age of Electricity.”
But consideration
shows that the term
“Indlarubber Age" is something more than
a witticism descriptive of modern elas-
ticity. The part played among us by rub-
ber is quite as Important as that of elther
fron or electricity; and the field which rub-
ber covers is, If humbler, notably wvaster,
than the fields covered by those two other
great agents of clvillzation, Rubber has
indeed become a necessity, where electricity
and iron are merely desiderata. Hence the
justificatlon of the French savant and his
“Indiarubbter Age.”

Bome slight idea of the gigantle
growth of rubber industries may be glean-
ed from the following remarks of the man-
ager of a New York vehicle factory: “"We
have fitted 5,0MM) carriages with rubber
tires In New York city alone durlng the
past two years; and there are scores of

firms competing with ua.

“Moreover, we have put rubber tires on
at least 45,00) vehicles in other parts of
the country, and yet the movement only
took commercial shape fcur years ago. It
began with the livery stables which keep
cabs and carriages for hire. The keepers
of such vehlcles found out that when par-
tles of two or more wanted to go lo the

theater or to a dance, they could not speak

GUM FROM

thpleces are now far more common on
thar those made of amber or bone.
olseleas rubber for caba and r:h
riages have already driven steel tires into
the background In ‘London, Paris, 8t. Pe-
tersburg and all the large citles of Hurope.
Rubber horseshoss are now worn by racers
and coircus horses alike, and the use of rub-
ber tires and ho oes is rapidly becom-
ing common In country. Horseless
carriages, which now seen so0 fre-
quently in the streets of Parls as to attract
no attention, are all equipped with pneu-
matic tires. In short, there Is no end to
the uses of rubber; and its adaptability to
new purposes recelves daily illustration in
almost every fresh ‘mechanical invention.
What is better still, the United States leads
the world In the manufacture of rubber
goods of every description.
John Dull Coshpetes With Us.

But how long the United States can con-
tinue to hold thi# practical monopoly is
quite another question. It ls a singular
fact that at this stage of the “Indlarubber
Age,” the rubber tree sheuld remain prac-
tically uncultivated; and that to this Very
lack of cultivation the land of Uncle Sam
ehould owe its supremacy in the trade,
England has awakened to the fact that
vast profits may lie in the systematle cul-
tivatlor} of the trees best calculated to pro-
duce the wonderful gum. It happens, how-
ever, that the American importers, having
established lines of communication with
the natives of Brazil who gather the crude
rubber from the wild trees, are Very anx-
lous to relailn for themselves their partial
monopoly, and are therefore almost unani-
mous in pooh-poohing the planting of for-
ests of rubber trees as unnecessary and un-
profitable.

On the other hand, Englishmen interested
in rubber seem fascinated with the pros-
pects of the profits which might be derived
from the systematic cultivation of rubber
trees. They have already established plan-
tations In British India, Ceylon and Trini-
dad, and have ihdirectly alded the estab-
lishment of similar plantations in Mexleco.
One result of the attentlon which British
Gulana has lately been recelving through
the Venezuelan boundary dispute is likely
to be the planting of rubber trees In that
country, where the soll and climate is pe-
cullarly favorable for thelr growth. It
should not be forgotten that the English
have been very successful in the cultivation
of trees and shrubs which yield valuable
products,

ingland Has Succeeded Defore.

Thus they brought sugar cane plantations
to a high state of perfectlon in Jamaica.
By transplanting the cinchona tree from
Peru to India they reduced the price of
quinine from $2 to twenty-five cents an
ounce; the tea ghrub In their hands In As-
ham threatens to destroy the demand for
the Chinese variety of tea. It will be seen
that Para rubber commands a price one-

third higher than the best of any other
country., The crude rubber from the Con-
go sells at forty cents a pound, but it has
been proposed to transplant the rubber

HEROIC FIGURE

OF NEPTUNE.

LIBRARY FOUNTAIN

Elaborate Des'gn for the Main En-
trance to the Building.

E —

HEROIC FIGURE OF NEPTUNE

Romping Sea Horsesand Half-Sub-
merged Turtles.

-
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trees from the Amagzon basin to that of the
Congo, both rivers being situated in lhr—I
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RUBRER TREES (PARA VARIETY) SHOWIANG ME:‘TIIII!!M)“‘_’I‘IT\'T’U THE

TREES, A

softly as they wished to do. The granite
pavements caused this noise, and when the
rubber tires were introduced people dis-
covered that they could at length enjoy a
drive in comfort. First private carriages
were thuz equipped, and then the llvery
stable Kecpers were obliged in self-defense
to follow suit. Now even the delivery vans
have their rubhber tires.”
Bieyelew’ Big Impetus.

Of course the ubiquitous bicycle has done
much to send rubber impertations career-
ing upwarids. Rubber importers are quite
sure that the gradual rise in the price
of Para rubber for the last few years is
due to the demand for pneumatic tires for
bicyeles. A writer in the London Times
has recently carefully estimated the output
of bicycles in the United States for the
present year at LiHu i, and of Great Bri-
tain at 7ok, Bach of these bicycles will
require two pheumatic tires, or altogether
S.0i0,000. Bach pair of tires welghs about
3 1-2 pouncs, of which two pounds are Parua
rubber. There will thus be 3,500,000 pounds
of Para rubber consumed out of a total
production for the Amazon basin of 45,.-
788,613 pounds for the year 18 hus,
roughly speaking, 8 per cent of all the
Para rubber now produced goes into bicy-
cle tires.

It is only in bicyele
mackintoshes that the better grades of
Para rubter are used pure. For all other
purposes either inferior qualities of Para
rubber are taken, or the belter grades are
blended with rubber from other parts of
the world. such as Central Ameriea, Africa
and the BEast Indies. The total quantity
of rubber exported from these couniries
amounts to a little more than half that
derived from the Amazon basin. The de-
fect of all inferior rubbers is their ten-
dency to grow soft after a certain amount
of wear.

The rubher shee industry consumes a
very large quantity of rubber, there belng
several factories in New England which
can each make 30,000 pairs of rubber shoes
a day. Some idea of the total output may
be gathered ifrom the annual auction sales
of ribber shoes in Boston last November,
when 40,000 cases of shces were sold for
$500,000, representing scme 4,000,000 palrs
of shoes. Large as this number may seem,
it only represented “seconds,’” as the per-
fect goods were disposed of in the ordinary
way.

tires and in lne

How the Children Helped,

During the year 184 the publie school
children of New York city used three tona
of rubber Ink erasers, while those of Brook-
l¥yn used two tons. It has been calculated
from the books of a large manufacturer
that the school children of a town of 12,000
inhabitants use 8,040 rubber bands every
year, larger towns and cities using propor-
fionate quantities.

l.ess than half the bulk of the white rub-
Ler which we see In tubing, ink erasers,
cheap toyvs and other articles consists of
the pure gum, whiting and tale belng added
to give these goods their characteristic ap-
pearance and to make them resists oxida-
ticn longer. An enumeration of the various
uses of rubber in the arts would fill a large
volume. Thus, the surgeon Is able to per-
form bloodless operations by using Es-
march's bandage; he uses an atomizer to
spray disinfeatants, he uses rubber tubing
to drain wounds and rubber syringes to ir-
r'gate them, and sometimes he orders rub-
ber hot water bags for his patientas The
dentist uses a rubber base in which to fix
a set of false teeth. The electrician wears
rubber gloves when he wishes to insulate
his hands from the danger of a chance
current, and mixes rubber with all the in-
sulating material for wires above water.

Rubber is Everywhere.

There Is hardly a business man and no
post office In the ecountry which have not
more than one rubber stamp. Every bll-
liard table has rubber cushions. Nearly
every working horse in the couniry has a
rubber sheet to protect him in wet weath-
er. There must be 20,000,000 men and hoys
in the United States today wearing elastic
suspenders, and at least an equal number
of women and girls who wear elastic gar-
ters. Every theater has its rubber gas
bags, while nearly every house has at
least one rubber mat. Rubber belting s
extensively used In machine shops, while
rubber valves and washers are common ad-
jurcts of water rlpes and steam fillings.
Tortoise and shell combs, except as orna-
ments, have been entirely superseded by

those made of hard rubber. Vulcanize

tropical regions, and the conditions of soil
along the banks of each bheing similar.
With the prospect of such an immense in-
erease in the annual rubber output, and of
a battle royal between the English capltal-
Ists and the present American monopolists,
there appears to be all the Erealer reason
for styiing this “the Indiarubber Age."
— e
The Stery of Sammson.
From Harper's Bazar,

With distended eyes, mouth and ears,
Tommy Traddles heard his Sunday school
teacher tell about Bamson and his long
hair and his wonderful feats of strength,
and his weakness after Delilah had shorn
him of his leonine lfcks.

“An’' he didn't have any strength at all
after he got a hair cut?”’ he asked, incred-
ulously.

“No; his strength was in his long hair,
and when his locks were gone he was POW-
erle.ss," cXplained the teacher,

When Tommy came the following Sun-
day, his face was a trifle scratched and
one of his eves was discolored. He had
very little to say, but was evidently doing
a great deal of thinking.

“Say, teacher,” he said at last, “I don't
think much of that Samson story you told
us last Sunday."”

“Why se, Tommy?” inquired the teacher,

“Oh, you see, Johnny Jones, he's bigger'n
me, an’ he's captain of the Young Rovers’
foot ball t2am, an' he wore his hair long,
like all of these kickers. An' him an’' me
i.gn't good {riends, an' last Tuesday me an’
Jimmy Hawkins and Bob White—we all
%a.;.:fl]"l‘! him alone, an’ piled onto him an’

e im down an’ cut off all his long h:
with ma's sheors.' Satas

“That wa=r':t at all nice, Tommy,"” re-
proved the teacher, ““but I sSuppose you
were thinking of the story of Samson?"’

“\t“:j that is just what I was thinkin® of.”

“And you thought his streng r
his hair?" SN hsian

“Yes'm, that's just what I thought.”

“Well, was it?" )

“Was 1t?”" Tommy. replied, disgus
o . gustedly.

I met him all alone Yestiddy. \\'asllf‘.’
Say, just look at that eye.” -
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Comfort in the Bath Room.
From the Loawlon Muorning.

It is worthy of note what a difference is
made by the addition of a few Inexpensive
lnxuries o the appearance of a hath room.
The bath itself must, of course, always be
ikept spotlessly clean and the taps bril-
liantly polished, and the linoleum covering
the floor always carefully swept and wash-
#d; but even more than' this is needed to
make 4 really comfonable bath room. A
CCri or rubber mat shQbld be kept in every
hath room. Woolen mats are ugeless; they
abzorh the molsture and become unhy-
glenie. A place should He found on the wall
for a mirror—a plaln one with a black
frame will answer the purpose admirably;
tlie longer it is the bztter, and it should
be placed where thére 14 4 good lght. Two
wire trays should #lso*be fastened to the
wall beside the hath, and low enough to be
within easy reach"of the person using it.
These are to hold’the¥sponge and flannel
and soap when not in @se during the bath.
Also shelves should be made and placed
upon the walls of bvery bath room; these
may be of plain ddal, #*nameled any color
that is liked. Upon tHem may be placed
cold cream, shavin s6Ap, a hottle of am-
monia, pumice stofle ahd all the little ac-
cessories used in the t8Het. Plenty of soap
should always be Yrowlded and towels In
abundance, and with &1l these HNttle com-
forts the daily bath will be indeed an un-
mixed pleasure.

+o

Reflections of a Bachelor.
From the New York Press. .

The average hawk 1sn’t in it with some
kind of doves.

You never can convinee a good girl that
ehe doesn't know all about marriad life.

Whenever a girl gets a thrill that she
doesn’t understand she wonders If she is In
lcve.

One good thing about hell is that the devil
is masculine, and what2var he does, he
won't nag.

When a woman gets to heaven the first
thing she will do i3 to look 10 see how large
the closets are,

A woman will ery over a pathetic haby
story and then box her chlldren’s ears be-

cause they won't be yulet and let her read.

-

\

ISITORS TO THE
new bullllng which
has heen constructed
for the use of the
Congressional Libra-
ry note the progress
which is being made
in bringing to com-
pletion the elaborate
detalls of the Inter-
for finish. There
has heen no bullding
erected by the gov-
srnment which has
been so richly and

e e AT wated as has the Congress-
toral Library. From an archltectural
siandpoint, the interlor of this building,

when completed, will represent the highly
decorative,

The exterior Is practically finlshed, even
to the grading of the grounds and the sod-
ding. There Is one detail, however, of the
exterior which is llkely to prove one of the
notable and attractive features of the
atructure which has not yet been put In
place. Workmen are now engaged in pre-
puring for the erection of a fountain
which la to be situated in front of the
steps which lead up on each side of the
terrace to the library building. .

The design of this fountain, which is de-
scribed as effective as well as appropriate,
was made by Roland Hinton Perry, a New
York sculptor, who made the series of bas
reliefs for the hall and main staircase of

will get your own back and all I have.
Just my luck.’

“He had nie In good humor and gradually
I drew his story from him and belleved it.
I was not as skeptical then as I have been
made by wider experlences, I agreed to
call it all off, gave some good advice, took
back my property and we returned to bed.
What do you suppose became of him?"

“Elther hung or In the penitentiary,”
answered a cynical listener,

*“No, gentlemen, he's In Congress himself
ncw."

B = P
ELECTRIC DOORS.
Ilemarkable Mechanilam for the En-
trance to a Public Bullding.

From the Springficld Republican.

The city has a new plaything in the form
of the electric doers at the Dwight street
entrance to the new eity market. These
doors are one of the chief attractions of the
market, judging from the streams of peo-
ple who keep passing in and out of the
entrance just to have “sesame open.”
These doors are the only electrie doors in
use this side of Chicago, and many will
undoubtedly find them worth coming miles
lo see. As one steps onto the wire mat
at the entrances and sees the huge doors
cpen swiftly hut noiselessly before him he
thinks that he has indeed touched the main-
springs of life. If one person is following
another the door belng in the act of clos-
ing does not, ke the ordinary door, slam
in one's face, but gently recedes from what-
ever position it may have reached and the
pagsage 18 clear until the perzon or persons
have passed through. When there are
enough passers to fill the doorway hoth
doors starnd wide open, apparently lifeless,
but when the last person is through the
portals close in a twinkling.

The mechanism: and manner of operation
of the door {8 this: A handsome cabinet
over the doorway on the inside of the bulld-
ing contains the electric motors, magnets,
clutenes, ete. Through the bottom of this
cabinet depend arms, one connecting each
wing with Its corresponding motor meechan-
ism and through which the power is ap-
plied to move it. Through the doorway is
spread an electric mat connected by wires
with the electric mechanism In the cahinet.
The doors heing in a closed position, step-
ping uwpon the mat closes the elreuit
through one or more of the many metal
circult closers, causing the armature of the
mat magnet to be depressed and an electrie
switch conmected with #t to turn a current
through the elvich magnet, releasing the
pulley upon which 18 wound the belt
through which the wotor closes the door
and the springs pull the door open. Upon
stepping from the mat the circult is brak-
en throvgh the mat magnet and conse-
quently the switch attached to its arma-
ture cuts the current eut of the clutch

ONE OF THE

SIZA HORSES.

The fountaln will have the
the terrace for a
having three deep

the library.
light granite face of
background, the wall
niches in its surface.

In the center niche, on a rough granite
roek, is Lo be the Neptune, a figure of hes
role size. Against the rock on either side
of it lean Tritons blowing conch shells.
Beneath the rock, at the front, a huge sea
serpent seems to escape, while in the
niches between the serpent and the Tritons
two frogs will spout jets of water across
the basin.

The niches at the sides will contaln
Ceeanldes—females astride of romping sea
horses. Streams of water will he numer-
ous, sent inward from the outer edge of the
simicircle by half-submerged turtles,

The artist has completed the figure of
Neptune and sent it to the foundry to be
cust. Progress 1s being made on the other
detalls of this rather elaborate design, and
it is expected that the fountain will be
rcady to be put in place early in the spring.

e
HE'S IN CONGRESS.

NOW

Once He Was a Thief nand Looked
Down Upon Statesmen.

From the Detrolt Free Press,

This 18 a story once told a few confiden-
tial friends by a strapping six-foot, broad-
skouldered statesman from one of the

southern states:

+] was making my first trip to Washing-
ton as a Congressman. The weather In our
section of the country was delightful, and
so long as It remalined so along my route I
traveled on horseback., One night I put up
at an old tavern near which they were
having a country fair, and found such a
rush of business at the hostelry that two
of us were assigned to the same bed. My
rcom-mate was a nice-looking young fel-
low, but not talkative, so I was soon asleep.
Later I awakened suddenly to see him
dressed and helping himself to my wvalu-
ables. Going beitween him and the door, I
expressed purprise that he was a thief.
The fellow was cool, sharp and had the
alrs of a gentleman.

“ ‘What are you? he asked.

“ ‘A lawyer and a Congressman.’

* ‘Heavens! he chuckled. ‘I guess I was
lveky to wake first.'

“I had to laugh, despite myself, and
asked if he had any propoesition to make.

“* think I will retain you for the de-
fense,’ he sald, slowly. ‘That means you

magnet, leaving the belt pulley secured to
its shaft and the motor current is turned
on. The motor revolves and winds the
door shut, at the same time winding up the
springs that are to open the door for the
next operation. One of the most mysteri-
ous things about the whole thing is that
standing upon the same spot on the matl at
one time controls one door, at another the
other, depending upon the position of the
doors and whether one is entering or leav-
irg the huilding. When the doors are
closed no current is used and the cost of
operation is extremely small. The 110-valt
regular current is used. Each door is pro-
vided with an ingenlovsly devised guard
that directs to the right-hand side, thus
protecting from the other wing opening
should a passer approach from the opposite
side to leave the building while you are
enteging. The Inventors are Oliver I
Hicks and Rohertus F. Troy of Chicago.

- — -

A Sireet Crowd,
From the Boston A ivertiser.

The easiest thing on the face af the earth
to entertain is a street crowd. Evervihing
but curiosity In such a motley jam is for-
gotten. Rich and poor, ignovant and learn-
ed, stand elbow to elhow with »raned necks
andl open mouths. Just such a crowd as
thls blocked the way on Tremont street
yesterday at frequently recurring intervals.
Every time a very solemn-icoking man ap-
peared in the show window there was a
scramble to see whose nose wouldi be fla;-
tened on the plate glass #irsi. All the
solemn-looking man did was to open a
couch and proceed to make :t into a bed
by turning the plush cover ma'tress side up
and putting on a pair of plllows. When
the plliows were squar=d up the crowd was
s0 great that a policeman had to compel
the outer layer of spectators to move on.
They did so, grumblingly.

Then the bed was unmade, and a parlor
couch greeied the people, who smiled and
departed. In a few minutes this scene was
again enacted. The bhed-making man never
once relaxed his countenance or hastened
his lahorious movements.

A Question for Prephets,
From the Boxlhury Gazette. -

Gazway—"Speaking of the world being
round, there’s one thing that bothers me.”

Jizney—*"What's that?”

Gazway—"If it's true that it's round, how
is it posaible for it to come to an end?”

St. Vitus
Vanquished.

What Cured Little Stanley
Nichol of Chorea.

From the Republican-Journal, Ogdonsbyrg, N, Y.

A letter was lately recelvisl at the office of the
Republican-Journal from Hammond to the «ffect
that the oure of an extmmordinarily severe case of
St. Vites' dance Lad been offected on the person of
little Stanley Nichol, the eight-year-old son of Mrs.
Clirl s Nichol of that xillage

A reporter was accodingly dispatebed in that
dir>ction, whn, after some inquiry, found Mrs,
Nichol's residitice about a mile out<ide of the vil-

lage. Mrs. Nichol said:
A Uttle over a year ago my oy, Stanler Nichol,
whe Is now only eight years old, alormed me one

day by belng taken with a strange purgling In his

throat. After the first the attacks Ywame quite
frequent.  Stanley did not < in of any pain,
but sald that he could not lu ng the noluwe,
At that time there nas a New Y. wetor stonplog
In the village who was a e i it nnd
nasal diseases. 1 touk my son to idm, and alter o
careful examination he sald that there was uothing
the matter with the boy's throat. The gorgling ic
hi=s apinlon was onised by a nervons contraction of
the muscles of the throat. e asked who ow
family plyslcinn was and sald that be woukl cob
sult with bim before he preseribod

“Stauley rapldly grew worse. MHe was alwars ¢

slekly boy. One day 1 nothesd that be was Jecking
bis arm up In & wery peoulinr manoer. A
few days later he seemed to lose control of his
legee - first one and then the other would be pulled
up and then stralghtened out agaln.  He was a per-
fert bundie of nerves and was sapldly lostog all

control of himself. Wpen cuting at the table or
drionking his arm would often twiteh so as to gplll
what be was dripking. One day be scarsd e

terribly by throwing back his bead and rolling s
eyes up so that only the white parts showed 1
took him to our faumily physiclan, whoe prepared
some medicine for bim. He took it and commenced
to lmprove. The dose, however, lLnd to in-
cregsed, and Stanley relwlled against tuklng it

It wus very disagrecable medicine, zod 1 don't
blaroe the wy for pot wishing to take §i

The

“Oar poysiving went o New York olty on bus-
Iness, and whtde bhe was away the wedicine becaiae
exbaustod, apd we could get mo e stanley was
stil very lLad,  About timt time 1 read al
little girl wiw had been cured of St Vitus thee

king Plnk Pilis. [ tbought 1 would try them
ured 8 box. 1 followed the directions that
vitls the pilis and gave Iy half n pill at a
I did oot see muoch provement  and

reasid the dose to a whol
nothced in a day. Stanley

to get better and did not obje
as be had the other medicin

of the pills and teday aggrears to b peerte
He discontimnd taking them sofue i
welghs mearly fifteen potmds mwore tan i
I wtrong aod Learty A year agoe we took him out
of school, but he s 50 moch bwelter Dow that be
I& zolng to begin aenin this "™

I “ink Pllis contuln in a condensa]
forin ali the elements pocessary to give bew e
andd rleliness to the blood and restore shmtiored
DE Vs They are also a specilic for  troubdss

pecilinr to females, soch as supprossions, leecega-
Inrities and all forms of weakness. They bulld op

the blowd apfl restore the glow of bhealth to pale
] sallow chesks In men they offect a radleal
cure in all cases wrising from mentnl wWorry, over
work or excesses of whatever nature, Dok 1*is
nre sold In Loxes pever o loose Llks 8t 50 coenta
a box or siz boxes for $2.50, and may be had of
all drugeists, or direct by mail foman Dr, Willinms®
Mushicine Capguiny, Schenectady, N

It was a new shirt beiore going
to the little one-horse laundry—but
now look at it Next time try tiwe
Yale. 514 1oth st. "Phone 1092, 1t

AS PACRING,

Why Japanese Toothpicks and Fans
Are Cheap.

From the Jewellers® Review

It has often been a matter of wonder that
Japanese manufactures, such as tooth-
picks and fans, could be sold at such low
prices, The small fans are sold at a cemt
apiece, while the dainty lttle toothpicks
command the same price per hundle.

When one examines either of pro-
ducts and speculates upon the amount of
labor that must be spent tn make them in
any quantity, the natural Inference Is that
the well-known smallness of Japanese
wages contains the explanation. At a firs:
glance this seems to be the natural expia-
nation. Such skilied workers as watch-
inakers get but a trifle more than a dollar
a week for their services, and the less =kili-
ed and more mechanical trades command
a pittance that to our western ldeas seems
incredibly small.

But small as the wages of the Japanese
worker may be, there are considerations
that indicate at once that some other
cause must be fourd. There is a duly on
both the articles mentioned, and in addition
to this it must be remembered that Japan
is8 lar away, and that, In the natural
course, frelghts would give a considerable
price in this market to articles that were
entirely witnout cost in the orient.

A visit to several Japanese importing
houses, which deal exclugively in fine Sai-
svma and vther native wares and in Japa-

these

rese curios, revealed the secret of the
Praces at whicn the small wares could be
offered here. The large vascs, which form
the staple imports of the cancercs called
ujon, require the most careful packine,
lext on their long journey they come 10
grief; and here (5 where the toothploks and
fans 101 ouly work their pa +, but le-
gally escupe duty. Packed in and around
the vases are many thousamis of 112
articles, and by this use they lose the
character as= myrchandise and become
mervly s0 much “packing.”
- - e —
The Diflerence,

Pram thw Indunajoiis Joartal

“The essential difference between the man
and the woman,” said the cheerful ddis,
“i5 onz of wear and tear.”

“Eh?" said the new boarder.

“Yes. Man spends his money foolisily
on a tear and woman on wear.”

Gladness Comes
W'ith a better understanding of the

transient nature of the many phys-
jcal ills, which vanish before properef-
forts—gentle efforts—plearant efforts—
rightly directed. There is comfort in
the knowledge, that so many forms of
sickuess are not due to any actnal dis-
ease, lmt simply 1o a constipated condi-
tion of the system, which the pleasant
family laxative, Syrup of Figs, prompt-
ly removes. That is why it is the only
remedy with millioasof families, andis
everywhere esteemed so highly by all
who value good hoaith. Its beneficial
effects are due to the fact, that itis the
one remedy which promotes internal
cleanliness without debilitating the
organs on which it aets. It is therefore
all important, in order to get its bene-
ficial effects, to note when you por-
chase, that you have the genuine arti-
ele, which is manufactu by the Cali-
fornia Fig Syrup Co. only and sold by
all reputable druggrists.

If in the enjoyment of good health,
and the system is regular, laxatives or
other remedies are then not needed. If
afflicted with aay dctual discase, one
mey be commended to the most skillful
physicians, but if in need of a laxative,
one should have the best, and with the
well-informed everywhere, Syrup of
Figsstands highest and is most largely
used and gives most general satislaction

The Yale Laundry couldnt do
poor work if it tried. Docsn't know

how. Dropa postal. 514 15th st. 1t



